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UM HOSTS 36TH ANNUAL POW W OW
MISSOULA —
Native American culture and heritage will take center stage at The University of 
Montana Adams Center April 23-25 during the 36th annual Kyi-Yo Powwow. The event is 
organized by students in UM ’s Kyi-Yo Native American Student Association.
The region’s largest college powwow kicks off at 7 p.m. Friday, April 23, with a grand 
entry featuring dancers in traditional American Indian dress. Other grand entries will be held 
Saturday at noon and 7 p.m. and Sunday at noon. Champion dancers from across Montana and 
the region will display their athletic skills and artistry throughout the weekend.
Powwow admission costs $2 per day on Friday and Sunday and $3 on Saturday. 
Admission is free for elders ages 60 or older and children ages 5 and younger. Passes for the 
entire weekend cost $6.
Dancer and drum registration starts Friday and runs through noon Saturday.
Registration costs $5 per contestant or singer. It is free for children ages 5 and younger.
The days leading up to the powwow — Kick-Off Week -  will feature events to educate 
and inform the public about Indian cultures. They are:
■ A raffle table and informative films in the University Center from noon to 1 p.m. 
Monday and Tuesday, April 19-20.
■ The Second Annual Missoula Indian Youth Conference on Wednesday, April 21, at
-more-
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the UM campus. For more information call (406) 728-2400 ext. 5045 or ext. 5047.
■ The Jordon Carlson Memorial Scholastic Bowl for high school students all day in the 
University Center on Thursday, April 22. In addition, a round dance will begin at 7:30 p.m. in 
the UC Ballroom. Everyone is welcome.
■ A dancing and singing demonstration on the UM Oval from noon to 1 p.m. Friday, 
April 23.
■ The Eighth Annual Bonnie “Sim-Sin” Heavy Runner Memorial Tipi Race in the 
morning Saturday, April 8, in the River Bowl practice field north of the Adams Center. Named 
for the former director of UM’s Native American Studies Department, the race challenges 
contestants to erect a tipi as fast as possible. Tipis and tipi poles will be provided, and the 
fastest team will receive T-shirts and a cash award.
Native American crafts will be on sale in the west wing of the Adams Center 
throughout the weekend.
The powwow masters of ceremony will be Wallace Coffey of Lawton, Okla., and Earl 
Old Person of Browning. The host drum will be Midnite Express from the Twin Cities in 
Minnesota. The head male dancer will be Richard Walks Over Ice of Billings, and his wife, 
Amber, will be the lead lady dancer. The arena directors will be Arlan Edwards of Browning 
and Edmund Baker of Missoula.
The Kyi-Yo Powwow is a drug- and alcohol-free event. For more information, visit the 
Web site at www.kyiyo.com or e-mail kyi_yo_nasa@hotmail.com.
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